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Title: Determining Newsworthiness

Description of School and Students 

· This lesson will be used for 9th – 12th grade Journalism students.

Objective
· Students will learn, identify and evaluate traditional news values that help to determine newsworthiness (proximity, prominence, timeliness, oddity, consequence, conflict, suspense, and human interest) 

· Students will then play a game where they will identify these values in various story ideas.

Guiding Questions
· What makes a story newsworthy? 

· What factors determine interest and relevance to an audience? 

· How does a newspaper decide what stories to cover? 

Overview & Rationale:
· This lesson is designed to help students understand basic news values, and the criteria for judging news used by various newspapers. 

Activity 1

· Students will first learn the eight elements used to determine newsworthiness.

· Powerpoint 

· Handout

· Examples

Activity 2

· Students are divided into 2 or 4 teams (depending on the size of the class).

· The teacher will play the game show host and present various story headlines and leads.

· The teams will guess what element or elements are present in each.

· The team will receive a point for each correct answer.

· If they get it wrong, the next team gets to guess.

· Team with the most correct answers wins.
Assessment

· Students will take a multiple choice quiz identifying the elements and correctly identifying those elements in sample headlines.
