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Overview and Rationale

Students will reflect each day on a topic related to journalism in their notebooks.  Topics will range from ethics, to sources, to general journalism trends and will prompt a follow-up discussion.  Topics may lead into daily activities or be a distinct conversation separate from in-class activities.  The journal is meant for a deeper look into the field of journalism, vocabulary expansion, and practice with ethical decision-making.

Goals for Understanding

I. Essential Questions
· What do I already know about journalism?

· What do I want to know about journalism?

· What words, concepts, contexts related to journalism do I need to further explore?

II. Critical Engagement Questions

· How would I make an ethical decision when presented with a variety of ethical dilemmas related to journalism? 

· How can I understand my role as a journalist today by exploring past 

and current journalism trends?
Overview and Timeline

a. At the beginning of the quarter, pass out the journalism requirement handout (attached .doc) – read over expectations, reminding students to write each day and expect random journal checks throughout the quarter.  Journals will be handed in both at midterm and at the end of the quarter for points.

b. Use daily journal document (attached .pdf) to project journal topic on board – included are 45 journals, enough for a nine-week quarter.

c. Each day, students read/reflect on journal in notebooks (5 minutes)

d. Classroom discussion on journal topic (optional follow-up time determined by teacher)

Assessment

e. Journals will be collected mid-quarter (50 points)

f. Journals will be collected at the end of the quarter (50 points)

g. Random journal checks (5 points participation)

