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Writing on Deadline

I. Overview and Rationale
Writing on deadline is a requirement for any reporting career. Through a series of activities, students will learn how to stretch their limits and produce on deadline. 
II. Goals for Understanding

III. Essential Questions 
1. How do you focus your idea on deadline?

2. What are the best angles to take on deadline?

3. What are the key elements necessary for any story? 

4. How do you find the best angle based on your notes?

5. Why would you need to write on deadline?

IV. Critical Engagement Questions 
1. How do you handle the pressure of a deadline?

2. How do you find out who your audience is? 

3. How is the quality of a story determined? 

4. How do you find your focus? 

5. How do you change your questions when interviewing?
V. Overviews and Timeline

 
Activity 1 (One 90-minute class)
· As a warm-up to the exercise, students are read a brief message from the principal stating that the school will be on lockdown due to a food fight that took place in the cafeteria. 
· They will have 45 minutes to draft a short article for the school that relates the incident and the subsequent lockdown. They must take an angle, include quotes from the principal's memo, and ensure that they do not include their opinion in the piece. 
· Students will discuss what was different about working on deadline and what sort of pressure they felt during the exercise. They will talk about different situations that would require an article to be written on deadline. 
· Students will share their articles with each other, and the class will choose the best article from the group. They will discuss why the chosen piece was of a higher quality than the others and determine what they could have changed in their own story. 
Activity 2 (Two 90-minute classes)
· Students will have one 90-minute class period to interview students from around the school (not in the journalism class) with a variety of questions. They should be asking about the school experience, individual participation in the school, and what students like best versus what they would like to see changed. Based on the answers to these starter questions, students should be able to create their own and take the interview to the next level. 
· On the second day, students will be told to take out their notes. They will then be given 90 minutes to write a 350 word article based on the interviews they did the previous day. As in the first activity, they will need to take an angle, include quotes from the students they interviewed, and ensure that they do not voice their own opinion. They should have at least 3 student sources. 
· At the end of the period, they will hand in their articles.  
Activity 3

· The day after the students turn in their articles, they will receive them back with comments. 

· The remainder of the period should be spent discussing the different techniques and strategies the students used when determining their focus and angles. They will discuss what worked and what did not in trying to write quickly but accurately. 

· Based on their articles, they will discuss who they were writing for. Did they consider their audience? Who did they think would be reading their articles? They will think about who they should be writing for (the students) and what they might need to change in their articles to reflect that. 

· At the end of the period, students will be told that they will have the next class period to rewrite their articles based on the discussion. 
VI. Assessment 

· Activity One: Completion of the draft article: 15 points; Participation in Discussion: 10 points

· Activity Two: Completion of the interviews (at least 3 sources): 15 points; Completion of the draft article: 25 points

· Activity Three: Participation in Discussion: 10 points; Rewritten Article: 25 points.

· Total Possible Points: 100
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