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Title:  Diversity in Journalism

Overview and Rationale:

This lesson should be used to discuss diversity in all facets of journalism.  It can be presented in any journalism course (I, II, III, newspaper, and broadcasting).  This unit is meant to engage students and take an in-depth look at how newspapers, magazines, local television and cable television news, all treat diversity both in the stories they tell and the people who tell them.  

Essential Questions:

1. What is diversity?

2. Does diversity exist in news today?  

3. What perceptions do students have of diversity in newsrooms?

4. Does diversity vary from print news to broadcast news?

5. How do magazines differ from hard news with regards to diversity?  Should it differ?

6. How can news media ensure diversity is implemented at all levels from the people who report it, to the people in the stories, to the people who read it?

Overview:

· Begin by discussing diversity.  Have the students take a look in the classroom and discuss positive differences between themselves.  Then relate how these differences might impact the stories they write.

· Bring in several newspapers (local, regional, national, international-if possible) and have students divide in groups.  Have students look through them and report back to the entire class as to whether the paper covered diversity in both the stories written and photographs taken, looking at race, gender, socio-economic, and differences.  Students can also look at gender diversity among the writers (male vs. female).  On butcher paper, have the students document their findings in a chart listing publication & diversity factors searched.

· Bring in a variety of non-entertainment magazines (i.e. Newsweek, Time, US News & World Report) and have the students examine the magazines cover to cover looking for the same types of diversity.  Just as before have the students divided into groups, allowing them to report back their finding as well as list them on the chart.

· Throughout the week, the teacher should be searching various websites for online newscasts by both smaller market and larger markets.  Ensure that you have at least 5-10 partial newscasts or stories ready to show your students via computer/projector.  A great example is http://www.wfaa.com.  They list most of their stories online.  Another example is http://www.msnbc.com.  They provide great examples of national news stories.  If this is not possible, dust off the old VCR and simply tape a few local newscasts from a few of the affiliates in your area.  What you’re looking to show the students are the images and content of the lead story and the following two stories.  Students, still divided in their groups should be searching for diversity not only in the actual content and video images, but also the talent reporting the news.  (Note:  it will be difficult to have students examine racial diversity in print publication newsrooms as names do not necessarily reflect race).  Have the students report out their findings and list them on the chart.

· Discuss the findings on the whole.  Examine the chart extensively.  Are there any “ah-ha” discoveries?  What did the students learn about diversity in the publications and broadcasts?  Did they show diversity among the stories they chose to run?  Are they balanced along racial and gender divides?  Are they diverse among socio-economic divides in terms of the stories reported or merely among one group?  Revisit the definition of, “What makes a good journalist,” as outlined by the students, hopefully, at the beginning of the year and perhaps adjust the definition to include what was learned during this activity about diversity in the stories journalists tell.

Assessment:

Have students write/type a one-page reflection about what they learned this week(s) about diversity.  Remind them to incorporate newspaper, magazine, and broadcast into their reflection.  In addition, I would give on-going extra credit for both un-diverse and diversity-filled journalistic examples.

