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Title: Building a Castle Using Nonverbal Communication

Overview and Rationale: At Del Norte High School, our mascot is the Knights. Everything at our school is based upon Medieval culture and everything has cute nicknames such as "Round Table" for our Student Government and the school is referred to as "the Castle." Early in the year when my experienced students are mingling with my new students, I plan this activity to basically make everyone equal and feel empowered. I give three groups enough construction paper to build a castle, but they must do it without speaking at all.

Goals: To make my new students feel like they can contribute to a class they have previously not been a part of, and to make my returning students realize that without everybody contributing, we cannot be successful.

Activity: I put the students in three different groups, making sure I have equal numbers of returning and new students in each group. I then explain the directions that each group must build a castle without speaking. Each group has 15 minutes to construct the best castle they can before the other groups walk around and judge the castles that have been built.

Assessment: This is just a participation grade and students will earn points if they are present and work with the group while following the rules provided.

 
