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Category:  Story Ideas
Attachment:  PowerPoint referenced in text below
I.  Overview and Rationale

Young children are notoriously curious about everything, constantly asking “why.”  Teens, on the other hand, sometimes bury this curiosity behind a veneer of cool.  Therefore, sometimes it is hard for teen journalists to come up with compelling story ideas.

Motivation, the “why”, is behind all human activity.  Motivation often leads to conflict, which is the root of all drama—and the stuff of news.  In the first activity in this lesson plan, students will role-play, creating conflict, in order to come up with story ideas that are organic, curiosity-driven, and specifically geared to a high school population.

In the second activity, students will work independently to develop the why’s of their own story ideas.

II. Goals for Understanding

· To identify and understand the purpose for writing high school journalism

· To create meaningful high school journalism story ideas from national and international topics
· To identify the needs of a specific high school audience

III. Essential Questions
· What motivates people to act the way they do?

· Why is it important to know what goes on in the world?

· How do we learn from our shared experiences through journalism?

IV. Critical Engagement Questions 
· Why does news affect us, even when it seems at first to have little to do with our own personal lives?

· How do national and international news events affect our own experience?

V. Overviews and Timeline
Resources/Materials:

· Newspapers

· Internet Access

· Powerpoint Presentation (attached)

· Video Recorder (optional)

· SmartBoard (optional)
Day 1 (45 minutes):

1. Have students complete one of the following as their “raw topic” [PowerPoint Slide 2]:

· Cut the front page of a newspaper into 1-4 word bits from heads and subheads

· Grab a sound byte off TV or the web

· Go to CraigsList.com and search on “teen” in Rants and Raves category

· Surf to a favorite teen magazine on the Web and pick an article topic or title
2. Show students two examples of “raw topics” via the PowerPoint attached to this lesson plan. [Slides 3-4]

3. Present the Scripted Brainstorming Template. [Slide 5]

4. Present the Scripted Brainstorming Example. [Slide 6]

5. Present the Story Ideas Generated. [Slide 7]

Day 2 (45 minutes)

1. Divide students into groups of three. 

2. Cast a Know-It-All and a Detective to play the scripted parts in Scripted Brainstorming (Slide 5).  Make sure the Know-It-All makes a statement about his/her raw topic (from Day 1) in this format:  “[Topic] is/was [description].”  (See Scripted Brainstorming Example - Slide 6, line 3: “Family life is dead.”)  The third student should act as the “recorder” and prepare to videotape or transcribe the other two students’ dialogue.
3. Students should rehearse their responses by inputting them into the blanks in the script provided in Slide 5.

4. The third student, the recorder, should videotape or transcribe the rehearsed, scripted dialogue.

[Optional:  If time allows, each group could switch roles, adding a fifth day to this lesson plan.]

Day 3 (45 minutes)
1. Present students with Slide 8: “Raw Topic: Michael Jackson,” which lists six descriptive aspects of Michael Jackson.
2. Story Mapping:  Show students how these six descriptive aspects ultimately lead to high school newspaper story ideas. [Slide 9]

3. Using their scripts from Day 2, students should fill in the story map (Slide 10) for the  one idea they generated on that day.

Day 4 (45 minutes)

1. Students should complete the chart presented in Slide 10 with five additional story ideas generated from their raw topic.

2. Each student should present their completed chart to the class for comments and constructive criticism.
VI. Assessment 

· Completed video or transcription of scripted brainstorming [Slide 5]

· Completed story map [Slide 10] containing six story ideas

· Individual presentations of completed story map
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