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Social Networking and Journalistic Ethics
I. Overview & Rationale: This lesson plan will help students understand the ethical problems that may arise by using social networking websites as journalists.
II. Goals:  Students will be able to identify possible unethical dilemmas and how to correctly approach them as a journalism student.
III. Essential Questions:  

1.  How does social networking affect a journalist’s perspective? 
2. When does a journalism student stop abiding by the SPJ Code of Ethics?
IV. Critical Engagement Questions:
1. Are a student’s private opinions only theirs when commenting on social networks? 

2. Do the perceptions of others change, when they see these posts? Should it matter to the student?

V. Overview & Timeline:
This lesson will take one class period to complete. Essentially, students should have prior understanding of the SPJ’s Code of Ethics. This lesson is to extend on that understanding into more recent dilemmas such as social networking.
Day 1: 
Place a strip of paper in an envelope with a unique, fabricated story about any individual around school; both students and staff. Have fun with these fabricated stories, use rumors you have heard the students talking about or anything else that seems to be buzzing around your campus.

 As students walk in, hand them an envelope and tell them, that this is their news story assignment for the day. Tell them to go to their seats and read the story lead but not to share it with anyone else. 
Once the class starts, individually ask each student to stand up, and simply state how they feel about the story assignment they got. What do they think about the scenario that is presented to them? 

At this point, you will get students to give elaborate details, which will mainly be started with; “Well I heard…”

After your class has given their opinions, tell them that each and every single story they have received has been fabricated. Explain that just because YOU gave them the story, doesn’t make it a fact, until they have researched their information. 
Take the time to discuss how their opinions have just fallen onto the ears of their classmates, and that once they leave your room, those ‘facts’ would go on to the ears of other students. Discuss how social networking is no different than class conversations and how they compare. 

Have the students discuss how social networking can cause an ethical dilemma as a journalist when conducting news stories. 

Discuss Essential and Critical Thinking Questions. 

VI. Assessment
Ask students to write an example of an ethical dilemma they had to face while using social networking sites and how this affected them or others around them. Ask them to compare this to how it could affect them as journalists and if there is a difference.

