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Title: The Elements of Journalism (or, Where are the fences?)

I. Overview and Rationale: 
a. This lesson is to be used for new and returning journalism students. It would best be implemented near the beginning of a semester or term. Taken from the book by the same title, The Elements of Journalism, by Bill Kovach & Tom Rosenstiel, the activities in this lesson will focus on establishing guidelines and boundaries for print and broadcast news.

b. The rationale for this lesson is that the replication of professional standards in a school-based production class is essential to students’ performance. When students understand the critical nature of their gathering, verification and sharing of news, they will achieve at a higher level.
II. Goals for Understanding:
a. Students will be able to identify and comprehend the ten elements that Kovach and Rosenstiel established as critical to contemporary journalism.

b. Students will be able to publish stories for the newspaper that will adhere to these ten elements.

III. Essential Questions:

a. What is the purpose of journalism?

b. Why is it important to establish these elements?

c. Could we eliminate any of the ten elements and still be considered ‘good’ journalists?

d. What do we owe our readers?

e. What do we owe ourselves?

f. What happens when newspapers disregard one or more of these elements?

g. How does ‘citizen journalism’ fit into this model of elements?

IV. Critical Engagement Questions:

a. How will this help me be a better journalist?

b. How will I know if I’ve done the ‘right’ thing?

c. What should I do if I see these principles being trodden?

d. Why should my fellow students care about the ‘truth?’

e. What are my responsibilities as a student journalist?

f. How will awareness of these elements help me in other areas of my life?

V. Overviews and Timeline:

a. Activity 1 (one 45-minute class):

i. Teacher gives an explanation to the class about the lesson.

ii. Class is divided into heterogeneous groups of three.

iii. Teacher gives a copy of The Elements of Journalism, First Revised Edition, Kovach and Rosenstiel, to each group.

iv. Teacher has students follow along as he reads the Introduction pages of the book. 

v. Teacher lists the ten elements of journalism on the board and/or gives out a copy to each student.

vi. As a model for the students’ assignment, teacher asks five questions he has prepared from the reading that will check students’ comprehension of the introduction of the book.

vii. Teacher assigns one chapter of the book to each group (there are 11 chapters, one dealing with the purpose of journalism, and the next ten dealing separately with each element of journalism).

b. Activity 2 (one 45-minute class)

i. Each group will read and discuss together its assigned chapter.

ii. Each group will compile five questions from the reading that they believe to be critical to the understanding of the particular element of journalism discussed in the assigned chapter.

c. Activity 3 (two 45-minute classes):

i. Each group will hand out a list of the five questions they have prepared from their reading to the other groups.

ii. The other groups will take turns asking one of the questions to the original group. Each member of the original group must be called on at least once to answer one of the five questions.

iii. In answering the question, the member of the original group must state why the group chose that particular question from the chapter.

iv. Repeat this pattern until every group has participated and all 11 chapters have been adequately discussed.

VI. Assessment: (one 45-minute class)

a. Each group picks two questions from their bank of five and turns in to teacher. 

b. The 22 questions are edited and assembled by teacher and given back as a short answer assessment to each group.

c. Grades are based on comprehension, presentation and participation by group and individual members.

d. A class poster is prepared listing the ten elements of journalism. Pictures, graphs and diagrams are welcomed.

e. Discussion follows on overall experience of lesson.
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