Ashley Barnes
Bel Air High School

Bel Air, Md.

Understanding Landmark Cases Mock Trial

I. In this lesson students will gain a basic knowledge of the legal aspects affecting scholastic journalism.  They will be asked to research local and federal laws pertaining to school publications and apply what they find while role-playing various sides of the Tinker and Hazelwood cases.  These cases aren’t identified until the end of the lesson.  

II. Goals for understanding:

~Students will be able to explain the implications of various landmark supreme court cases affecting scholastic journalism.

~Students will be able to conduct thorough research in order to participate in a mock supreme court trial.

III. Essential Questions:

~What laws exist to protect students?

~What is legal when it comes to exercising first amendment rights in schools?

~What were the results of the Hazelwood and Tinker cases?

IV. Critical Engagement Questions:

~What rights and responsibilities do students have in school?  The school administration?  The school newspaper?

~Are students’ first amendment rights limited in schools?

~How can the real outcome of each of these cases affect school publications?

V. Overviews and Timeline

Opening Drill Question:  Do students have all constitutional rights in school?  Should they?

Students should be given about ten minutes to write their response to the drill question.  After ten minutes, conduct a class discussion on the questions.

Activity 1- Divide the class into four even groups.  Each group will be given a scenario see below.  (See below.  Scenarios are based on opposing sides of both the Tinker and Hazelwood cases.  Scenarios 1 and 2 will debate each other as will scenarios 3 and 4 )  Instruct the class that they have 45 minutes to prepare a case to argue their given scenario.  In that 45 minutes each group should use books, the internet, etc. to do as much research as possible on relevant information for their case.  Each group should write a 2 minute opening statement and a list of cross examination questions.

Activity 2- The class should be ready to debate their case.  Scenarios 1 and 2 will debate using the following time constraints while students in groups 3 and 4 will watch.  Students in the audience groups will vote to decide the winner of each debate based on which group presented a stronger case, not necessarily the historic winner.

2 minutes- Group 1 opening statement

2 minutes- Group 2 rebuttal

10 minutes- Group 1 cross examination

10 minutes- Group 2 cross examination

3 minutes- Closing preparation time

5 minutes- Group 1 rebuttal/closing remarks

5 minutes- Group 2 closing statement

Groups 3 and 4 will vote on who presented a stronger case.  The “real life” case result will be read.

Activity 3- This will most likely take place the next day of class.  Groups will switch.  Groups 3 and 4 will follow the above debate schedule and 1 and 2 will vote on the outcome.  The real case result will be read afterwards.  

*Some students will be familiar with these cases already.  Students may cite the real cases, but are still responsible for constructing their own argument.

VI. Assessment

~Students will right a reflection on the case in which they participated as well as the one they witnessed.  In their reflection they will answer the question: what are the implications for student press based on these cases and the research they conducted?

Scenario 1:

Three students decided to protest the Vietnam War in 1965 by wearing black armbands to school. The school learned of their plans and made a rule prohibiting black arm bands. They were told to take them off. When they refused, they were suspended. (highschooljournalism.org)

You are the school principal.

Scenario 2:

Three students decided to protest the Vietnam War in 1965 by wearing black armbands to school. The school learned of their plans and made a rule prohibiting black arm bands. They were told to take them off when they refused, they were suspended. (highschooljournalism.org)

You are one of the three students.

Scenario 3:

In 1983 students were shocked when they received their newspaper back and found two stories missing. One had been about teenage pregnancies and had featured anonymous students in the high school. The other had been about divorces and how it affects teenagers. The past adviser (who had just left the district) had started a tradition of giving the principal the newspaper as a common courtesy before it went to press. The principal had been concerned about the articles -- thinking they were too revealing and did not fully cover the stories. (Did not interview all needed sources etc.) He cut the stories without telling the students or the new adviser.  (highschooljournalism.org)

You are a student on the newspaper staff.

Scenario 4:

In 1983 students were shocked when they received their newspaper back and found two stories missing. One had been about teenage pregnancies and had featured anonymous students in the high school. The other had been about divorces and how it affects teenagers. The past adviser (who had just left the district) had started a tradition of giving the principal the newspaper as a common courtesy before it went to press. The principal had been concerned about the articles -- thinking they were too revealing and did not fully cover the stories. (Did not interview all needed sources etc.) He cut the stories without telling the students or the new adviser.  (highschooljournalism.org)

You are the principal.
