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I. Overview and Rationale


Former LA Times reporter Michael Connelly’s contemporary thriller The Scarecrow details the demise of the traditional print journalist and the rise of the “mojo,” or mobile journalist. 
An excerpt from the book, published on Connelly's website, provides a slice of life of working journalists and an overview of the issues that corporate media establishments must grapple with to stay relevant and profitable. 
Mobile journalism provides a variety of ways for journalists to present up-to-the-minute news but there are economic, integrity and community relationship costs. 

II. Goals for Understanding

· Students will be able to use journalism terminology and vocabulary.

· Concepts appearing in the narrative of the story relate to curricular components in a high school journalism course. These include the career of a journalist, journalistic writing and reporting, media design and photography, cyber-media, the law and ethics of journalism, the history of journalism and the staffing and management of a newsroom. These concepts will stimulate discussion, assignments and assessments. 

III. Essential Questions 

· How have the organization, management and philosophy of a news media outlet altered to keep up with the rise of citizen journalism, emergent technology and a faltering economy? Have these changes been good for society?
· What is the role of today's professional journalist? Has it changed with the emphasis on mobile journalism? What are the advantages and disadvantages of mobile journalism?
· How has author Michael Connelly used convergent journalism to market his book? Does it work? 
IV. Critical Engagement Questions 

· How have high school newspaper programs changed with the availability of technology and social networking?
· What is the philosophy of your high school journalism program? How does this philosophy affect the program’s organization and management? 
· What platforms of convergent journalism best meet the needs of the school community? How can the newspaper make sure the high school community is aware of and using the newspaper’s media products?
· How does the staff use convergent technologies like the Internet and cell phones ethically and appropriately in the school newsroom, in public, and in a professional environment?

· How can this news organization learn from Michael Connelly’s model of marketing his book?

VI. Activities and Assessments (times vary)
· Preview the accompanying teacher notes. An overview of characters, settings, vocabulary and journalistic elements are included. Distribute the notes to reluctant readers or beginning journalism students and discuss any unfamiliar concepts. 
· Read the excerpt online together and live blog/chat the shared reading experience. A free web conferencing tool is available at www.dimdim.com Discuss the excerpt’s focus on journalism, writing, design, cyber media, and ethics. Upload a PowerPoint with open-ended questions (see reading guide, essential questions or critical engagement questions) to the web conference to coordinate the discussion. 
· Watch the promotional video of The Scarecrow, the prequel videos before the story starts, and the interviews of Michael Connelly speaking about The Scarecrow and the demise of print journalism. The videos are available on Connelly’s website and Youtube. 
· Interact with Michael Connelly’s website. On it, he includes a trivia game for The Scarecrow, message boards, a link to the fictional Velvet Coffin, which is actually a section of his website dedicated to transitioning news media. If a student reads the novel on a Kindle device, the links are active and return to Connelly’s website. Discuss these collaborative features. Do they add to or detract from the reading experience? 

· Compare the reviews of the novel The Scarecrow. Included in the resource list are several. Students can also perform a search to include other reviews as well. What is the angle most reviewers take? Are the reviews generally favorable? What lines or concepts from the novel seem to resonate with critics? 

· Review collaborative media and social networking sites. Check out Michael Connelly’s Facebook page. Do a Twitter trend search to see what readers are saying about the book. Recently, the audio book was #1 on ITunes. Read some of the comments on ITunes or on www.amazon.com. Do readers agree or disagree with the critics? 
· Study the vocabulary and journalism terminology- Make a word art graphic organizer using http://www.wordle.net/ . A vocabulary list is included in the teaching notes.  

· Make an organizational chart of the characters from the story and include how they relate to the character of reporter, Jack McEvoy. Use the free online Bubbl.us mapping tool. Make an organizational chart of your own high school newsroom using this mapping tool. 

· Write a news or a feature package using The Scarecrow excerpt as your reported material. Include an appropriate photograph or video slide show. Complete this activity with groups. 
· Socratic seminar, debate or editorial The LA Times decided to lay off veteran award-winning journalist, Jack McEvoy, and promote inexperienced mobile journalist, Angela Cook, to take his place. Using evidence from the excerpt, take a stand from the perspective of the LA Times, Jack McEvoy, or Angela Cook. Argue for or against his layoff. 
· Make a timeline of the history of your local news media and a comparison timeline of the history of your high school newspaper program. Here are the historical milestones of the LA Times.  

· Interview journalists from local media outlets and ask how their careers and their workplaces have changed in the last five years. Send the link of the excerpt to the journalists and ask if Connelly accurately captures the transitioning industry. 
· Research a major story or a news media entity. Compile your reporting into Web quest, a Google Doc or a Wiki. These categories will help with organization: Introduction, Task, Resources, Process, Evaluation, Conclusion. If you research a news media outlet, include the paper’s motto, historical milestones, awards won and editorial policy. For ideas researching an investigative story, see The Pulitzer Prizes. Publish your results online. 
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